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  Requiescat in Pace 

Remembering and Learning from the Words of Pope Francis. 

Fratelli Tutti 

The Encyclical Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis 

ON FRATERNITY AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP 

 Chapter Six: Dialogue and Friendship in Society 

                              The BASIS of Consensus: Building together  

206. The solution is not relativism. Under the guise of tolerance, relativism 

ultimately leaves the interpretation of moral values to those in power, to be defined 

as they see fit. “In the absence of objective truths or sound principles other than the 

satisfaction of our own desires and immediate needs… we should not think that 

political efforts or the force of law will be sufficient… When the culture itself is 

corrupt, and objective truth and universally valid principles are no longer upheld, 

then laws can only be seen as arbitrary impositions or obstacles to be avoided”. 

210.  ‘What is now happening, and drawing us into a perverse and barren way of 

thinking, is the reduction of ethics and politics to physics. Good and evil no longer 

exist in themselves; there is only a calculus of benefits and burdens. As a result of 

the displacement of moral reasoning, the law is no longer seen as reflecting a 

fundamental notion of justice but as mirroring notions currently in vogue. 

Breakdown ensues: everything is ‘leveled down’ by a superficial bartered 

consensus. In the end, the law of the strongest prevails.’ 

Read more here: https://tinyurl.com/59a2avxt 
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