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USCCB: Clergy Formation on Faithful Citizenship

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, in its recently released Outlines for  Clergy Formation on Faithful Citizenship, details eight weeks of homilies, from Sept. to Nov. this year and over the same time frame in 2027 and 2028,  “to assist dioceses in supporting priests and deacons as they seek to form and engage Catholics on the topic of faithful citizenship.”
Read specific details:  https://tinyurl.com/37st72f5
Here the U.S. Bishops state their “three themes for attention in preaching faithful citizenship:
1. The Church’s Role to Transform Society 
2. “Who Is My Neighbor?” 
3. Faith before Politics

As part of this Outline for Clergy Formation, the USCCB delivers a ringing affirmation of religious liberty, the role of religion in public life, and the true meaning of the phrase “separation of church and state.” 

In fact, “separation of church and state” is not in the Constitution or in any law but is the phrase authored by President Thomas Jefferson to assure the Danbury Baptists  that freedom of religion came from God, not government, and that the First Amendment, which Jefferson called “that act of the whole American people,” affirmed  that individual beliefs and practices were between man and his God…not under the control of the state. The bishops emphasize, “the opening words of the First Amendment—'Congress shall make no law…’—indicate that this first freedom limits congressional action”—NOT the religious faith or practices of citizens. 

The USCCB outline points out: “Some people, citing the separation of Church and State, will argue that political issues have no place within the sacred confines of divine worship.” 
“Understandably” the bishops write, “they may wish to avoid divisive topics,” and “they may view the Holy Mass as a welcome pause” from “endless political messaging.” 

Yet “teaching the moral truths that should shape our lives, including our public lives, is central to the mission given to the Church by Jesus Christ. https://tinyurl.com/37st72f5
This is a timely reminder from our Bishops in this 250th anniversary year of America’s founding. 
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